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MISSOULA--Led by Michael Ray Richardson's 33 point performance, the Montana Grizzlies opened
the 1977-78 basketball season with a 77-67 win over the University of Wisconsin-Stout,
Saturday night in the Adams Field House.
After opening up a 10-0 lead, the Grizzlies maintained an eight to 12 point advantage
most of the game in subduing the Blue Devils.
The Grizzlies now take a 1-0 mark to Colorado for a Dec. 3 game against Northern
Colorado in Greeley and a Dec. 5 game against Denver University in Denver.

Both games

will be broadcast live by KYLT Radio with Bill Schwanke calling the play-by-play.
Game time is 7:30 p.m. for both contests.

"Stout is a well-coached team and they are difficult to play," UM head basketball
coach Jim Brandenburg said.
against them all the time.

"They make you look bad because you have to force the play
But I was pleased to win and most of our players who have little

or no college playing time, got some experience."
Brandenburg was particularly pleased with senior co-captain Jim Molloy who scored 10
points from his guard spot and played a good overall game.

Brandenburg also had words
and
of praise for freshman Rodney Brandon who did a good job defensively, 1 junior forward

Allan Nielsen who pumped in 18 points.

Although Michael Ray Richardson had 33 points,

five rebounds, three assists, a blocked shot and four steals, it was not one of his
strongest performances.

The 6-5 guard is still recuperating from a bout with

throat and should be back to 100% very soon.
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"I was impressed with our opening game crowd (7,419) on a holiday weekend and
hope that we can carry the momentum with us on the road," Brandenburg said.
The Grizzlies will have two difficult tests early in the season this corning
weekend in Colorado.

"It's difficult for a young team to go on the road anywhere and win a

couple of games," Brandenburg said, "but I'd be tickled pink to take two and would not be
at all disappointed to split.

We were a good road team last year and with some of the

players on that team gone now we need to reestablish ourselves as a winner on the road."
The first test will be against Northern Colorado in Greeley.
the Bears 80-62 last year in Missoula.
back from last season.

The Grizzlies beat

Head basketball coach Thurm Wright has everyone

In addition to the starters and lettermen returning, several big

youngsters join the UNC program this season.
The club is led by junior Dwight Montgomery, shifted to guard from forward.

He

scored 16.6 points per game last season and socred 19 points against Adams State College
in UNC's opener.

Two-year letterman Brian Ulmer will start at center.

He scored 11.7

points per game last season and had five points and 13 rebounds in UNC's 76-71 loss to
Adams State.
The 0-1 Bears play Augustana College at horne, Tuesday, Nov. 29 before meeting
Montana, Saturday.
The game with Denver University will provide a reunion setting for Jim Brandenburg
and Pioneer head coach Bill Weimar.

The two mentors are longtime friends.

Weimar takes

over the Denver program following 28 years of high school coaching in Denver.

He coached

graudated UM forward-center Michael John Richardson at George Washington High School.
"Denver is an unknown quantity," Brandenburg said.

The Pioneers have ten new

squad members and two returning lettermen.
Denver was 12-15 team last season and are 2-0 so far this season.

Senior Russell

Swilley is the leading senior with 19.0 points a game, followed by forward Steve Bajema
with 18.0 points per game.
The Pioneers have beaten the College of Santa Fe, 100-92 and Nebraska Wesleyan
University, 98-77.

They play Northern Illinois at horne, Wednesday and Boise State,

Saturday before meeting the Grizzlies, Monday.
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